Did you make hay while the sun shone? 

With the Lions and their supporters visiting our city it was a great time to make some hay.  Our business was certainly busy and our business had a number of projects on as a result of the Lions tour.  Although I must say some of it was last minute rush rush stuff.  Is it a sign of the times that most businesses these days leave everything till the last minute and we who are service conscious do what it takes to meet those deadlines.  

Rotorua saw one of the biggest crowds ever at the stadium on Saturday night and many of them spent money before and after the game.  Did they spend it at your business or did we let them escape with dollars in their pockets.  

Saturday down town was fantastic with a real carnival atmosphere and the streets were full.  It was great to see many businesses getting into the spirit of the game with their shop windows dressed up in Bay colours.  I hope it helped with the haymaking and the extra visitors in town spent money with you.

Now that it is all over do we ask could we have done better?  Did we make the best of the opportunity?  Did we have enough facilities to cater for the fans after the game?

The reason I ask these questions is that we have another opportunity like this next year when we host the World Mountain Bike Champs.  

Let me float a couple of ideas:

Although Reg did a fantastic job with his tent and Barmy Army headquarters, imagine if we had a bigger venue like the sports drome or a series of huge marquees at the village green with big band entertainment.  The headquarters was fab but not everyone could get in and most bars around town on Saturday night were so full you couldn’t get to the bar.  I know people went home with money in their pockets because they couldn’t find the right place to spend it.   The spectators at the World Mountain Bike Champs will be different and the number smaller, but the event will be held over a longer period.  So lets start thinking and planning now for this haymaking season.  

I don’t think the numbers of supporters materialised with the Lions tour as were predicted and they didn’t stay as long as some thought.  We should now start planning for the WMBC and look at ways to encourage New Zealanders to visit Rotorua to be part of this event.   Let’s start with a couple of BIG billboards promoting the event.  Lets get really brave and buy some billboard space in other regions.  If we don’t advertise this event who will?  It’s like locking up the paddock.  If you don’t, you can’t make hay when the time is right.  Let’s start planning the entertainment and activities so they too can be part of the promotion of the WMBC.  

I’m all for locking up the paddock now, preparing for the fine summer day when we will be making hay and building our hay stack for the winter.  Some will plan and others will look on and watch and come winter will complain that the food is short. 

Rod Meharry is the publicity officer for Business SWAP, a business club for those in sales as well as the professional person, business owner and the self employed.  The next meeting is on July 6th. The guest speaker is Murray Thom, see www.businessswap.com for further details.
