HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND SQUASH

(Compiled by Bill Murphy, Life Member, former Chief Executive and Ann Murphy, former Administration Manager)

Preface and Acknowledgements

Over 80 years of activity cannot be covered completely in the limited manner offered by any Annual Report and it would be appropriate if Squash New Zealand in the very early future commissioned a detailed history so that what has become a great New Zealand sport can be appropriately chronicled.

Nonetheless this hopefully gives a suitable interim snapshot of our dynamic game established in this country during the early twentieth century. It is arranged in four sections, being Personalities, Growth and Infrastructure, the Decades and Reflections.

Special acknowledgement is made of those personnel who wrote excellent contributions to the 50th Jubilee publication in 1988, which forms the basis of this update. These people being Squash New Zealand stalwarts and Life Members, (the late) Allen Johns, Don Green, Bryden Clarke, Murray Day and Michael Sumpter. Thanks also to Don Cotter, for his ever perceptive observations in viewing the sports evolution in New Zealand.

I Was There

On 23 November 1919 Herbert N Watson wrote from Palmerston North to his kiwi friend D.H Riddiford, then in England, on a series of matters, including golf and racing. He penned the letter having just returned from the New Zealand Cup in Christchurch where he had sailed by boat. He said he ‘did not turn a hair on the trip” thanks to having previously got rid of his ‘inside fat’ by STRENUOUS SQUASH PLAYING.

This letter is in the 1998 publication ‘I Was There’ a recording of dramatic first hand accounts of New Zealand history.

So is established possibly the first reference to squash being played in New Zealand, as it is known that Herbert Watson has his own private court at his home in Palmerston North.

 It wasn’t until the 1930’s  however that the sport began to evolve on a broader base.

H.N. (Doggie) Watson

PERSONALITIES

Susan Devoy – Unsurpassed
It is a lay down misere that everyone in New Zealand from early school age upwards knows who DAME SUSAN DEVOY is, even though they may not all be aware of her amazing squash record.

Susan’s deeds on and off the court unquestionably stamp her as the greatest personality to emerge in our sport’s history and along the way the game has reaped immeasurable benefit from her exploits.  In addition she has also become, arguably, New Zealand’s greatest sportswoman of the century. A superb achievement for the “girl from Rotorua” as she has often called herself.

“To be honoured Dame Commander of the New Zealand Order of Merit – at just 34 years of age – was an outstanding mark of respect, unparalleled in the squash history of this country,” said SNZ Chairman Neven Barbour in his Annual Report to the Association in 1998.

Over a period of 15 years from 1977 when she won her first national event in the under 13 championships through to her retirement from the game immediately following her fourth world championship title in 1992, Susan strode the court virtually unbeatable.

Vicki Cardwell – herself one of Australia’s very best players and one of Susan’s interminable foes on court – rated her as the “greatest woman squash player of all time even ahead of the legendary Heather MacKay”.

Don Cotter, Chairman of Squash New Zealand when he welcomed Susan back to New Zealand after the 1992 World Championships, summed up the feelings of all squash people.

“You leave the sport with unparalleled achievements from your first New Zealand senior title in 1983 to your fourth world title last week, you have amassed a record that will never be surpassed.  You will be remembered in particular for what makes great champions – pride, total dedication, mental toughness, single mindedness and superlative skills and fitness – yet for all that you still remained mum’s girl.  You have carried yourself with great dignity, humility and compassion, and have rightfully earned the respect of all New Zealanders.  You have been, and will continue to be, a magnificent role model for all New Zealand sportswomen.  To leave the sport at the pinnacle of your achievements and powers must surely give you the ultimate satisfaction.

No retirement is more deserved. New Zealand Squash is confident that out there somewhere we have another world champion, but there will never be another Susan Devoy.”



Ross Norman – Maker of a Legend

During the eighties Susan Devoy’s exploits dominated the headlines, but in November 1986 Ross Norman carved his name permanently into the very top echelon of New Zealand sporting history achieving a remarkable victory. In a fitting tribute at the time, then Chief Executive Robin Espie wrote –

“With a forehand drop shot on a squash court in Toulouse Ross Norman’s life took on a new dimension. No longer would he be just a highly-respected, brilliant international squash player. He had now become one of a tiny elite group of people – a World Champion.

A writer of stories could not have wished for a better fairytale. After years of struggling on the ill paid amateur circuit, a parachuting injury which almost permanently ended his career, a gritty fight back into the international rankings, a lengthy spell as the perennial second behind the legendary Jahangir Khan, then the reward – a glittering four sets victory in the World Championship Final ending Khan’s five and a half year unbeaten reign.

Norman’s whole life had been devoted to squash and with lasting determination he knew that Khan could be beaten. And he wanted to be the one (to conquer him). It had nearly happened in the 1985 World Championships in Cairo where Norman played above himself yet still lost and again in the 1986 British Open Final which despite a tremendous effort he sustained another defeat at the hands of the superbly equipped Pakistani.

Yet he would not allow himself to become resigned to acceptance of second place. Every hard match became a new opportunity to break Jahangir’s dominance.”

And, so in Toulouse on that November day Norman’s grit and determination reached an historic culmination.

As well as becoming world champion Norman led his country for most of the five years he represented New Zealand from 1978, until his retirement from international play in early 1994. This included competing at seven world teams championships during that period.

Having kept himself competitive since finishing the international circuit he went on to capture the British 35+ title in 1994 and as recent as this year, the World 40+ Championship. 

As Espie concluded in his 1986 tribute

“The Ross Norman legend has become a further milestone in the New Zealand squash history. Congratulations to this brilliant player for whom the highest praise is only just sufficient.”


A classic action shot of New Zealand’s greatest male player 1986 World Champion Ross Norman

First Week long Squash School for future squash players conducted by Dardir, circa 1965

Egyptian Wizardry


While to many, Susan Devoy represents the face of Squash New Zealand, the person who can be credited with making the greatest change of direction to our sport is the legendary Dardir El Bakary, the Egyptian squash icon.

Up to the mid sixties, top NZ players aspired to Australian state and national competition, and with it, a fairly ‘basic’ game founded on fitness and strength.

Dardir changed that.

Coaches and players alike from club level to national squads, flocked to his sessions throughout the country as his legacy developed. It is also no coincidence that virtually all New Zealand’s great array of international players from the early seventies through to the nineties were influenced by Dardir.

Bryden Clarke, one of Squash’s great characters and himself a former New Zealand Representative and Selector wrote in 1988, 

“I am sure that the turning point in our competitive scene was the arrival of Dardir. After visits in 1963 and 1965, Squash New Zealand secured Dardir for what was to be an initial two years from 1967.

This little man with a big heart and serious approach showed us how to use all the court, to volley, to boast, to lob and vary the pace from blistering drives to the softest of floated drops. He taught the coaches of NZ their technical knowledge and many of the junior players of his era went on to be coaches, including Bryce Taylor, Susan Devoy’s early mentor on the international circuit

That we eventually had over twenty years from Dardir is unique in the volatile world of such sporting connections. He deserves our warmest thanks.”
GROWTH & INFRASTRUCTURE

The Association’s history has progressed from a small amateur body with a few club courts, as well as some pioneer ones at service bases, to one of the world leaders. And to a sport whose champions have been acknowledged throughout the sporting world where the game attracts millions of participants in virtually every corner of the globe.

Early explosive growth has naturally waned. However, progress has consolidated, especially in the last 10-15 years where, with modern initiatives, the Association and the sport is now well poised to head into the new millennium.

Major Participant Sport

Registered club members peaked in 1984 at just under 54,000. At the same time it was reliably estimated that a further 100,000 – 125,000 played the game casually at various commercial centres, and non-registered courts throughout the country including schools and community centres.

In the late 1980’s the progress of club development and participation slowed and the dynamics of the sport began to change. As a result registered club membership (similar to most sports) has slipped back to a figure a little over 32,000 on the eve of the new millennium. However the number of affiliated clubs remains strong at 231, after peaking at 259 in 1989. The positive aspect of the registered membership is that a resurgence has emerged over the last three years, after dropping in 1996 to a low at half of the 1994 peak.

Current Hillary Commission figures show that of individual sports only Bowls, Golf and Tennis have more registered members than Squash. Latest survey figures (1997) by the Commission record 124,000 participating in the sport. Notwithstanding that nine team sports rate higher membership numbers, when the overall picture is taken into account Squash ranks as a major participant sport, with a very strong platform, developed over 70 years, to continue that way.

Courts Everywhere

Squash Courts and Clubs have sprung up virtually everywhere throughout the country over the years. From single courts on farms (viz Waikite and Maketu) to multi complexes such as city clubs Henderson, Hamilton, Palmerston North, Christchurch, Timaru and Invercargill. Most rural areas, small and large, boast courts and every sizeable town has at least one club. Schools have erected courts. Community centres have seen the value of incorporating courts into their facilities and the Service bases around the country have a long tradition of their own courts. 

Sprung wooden floors and concrete block (or brick) walls have been the popular construction methods while some courts in the early days (eg Timaru) had wooden back walls. Some even had entry doors in the side wall! Solid concrete walls became popular from the seventies onwards as did glass insert back windows, and eventually all glass back walls became an everyday feature.

Already underway, the future will be with flexible courts providing moveable walls, both for doubles and multi-sport utilisation. Plain concrete and natural timber hues have 


in more recent cases been replaced with coloured floors and walls, adding vital ambience to the sport.

Gallery Courts

In the early years spectator viewing was very limited and in many cases non-existent. The progressive Hamilton Club changed this face of the sport when building it’s revolutionary ‘bear pit’ gallery court for the 1971 World Championships.

From the mid seventies numerous glass backed gallery courts sprung up throughout the country, especially where clubs were adding new courts. However the supreme complex would belong to Henderson, where on a new site in 1979, the club erected an ultra modern six court complex highlighted by a centrally positioned television court.

The eighties also saw the invention of all glass or perspex courts overseas and Squash New Zealand purchased its own perspex court in 1986. That has subsequently been erected in numerous strategic public facilities to make the viewing of the sport more accessible to the population at large.

Family and Social Sport

While squash inherited a somewhat ‘elitist’ culture with its introduction from England, the advent of professional and business people into clubs in the early years established a very sound planning foundation for its subsequent growth. As new clubs sprung up the fabric of club membership eventually broadened, with the entry of women members, junior players and converts from many other sports, be it rugby, tennis or badminton.

Subsequently the sport has become very family orientated and multicultured. Clubs have also developed strong social histories, with most, famous for their “aftermatch” festivities. From the time women became more involved (late 50’s onwards) in both the game and in club activities, female membership has remained constant and strong, at around 35% of  participants.

The sport also quickly became popular with “broken down” rugby players looking for a continuance of activity. The very nature of the sport has over the years suited the New Zealand personality and ‘psyche’, where contact, while minimal, is of sufficient ‘presence’ to be enjoyable, without being separated by a net as in other racket sports.

Timing during the sixties and seventies aided the sport, as Squash Clubs often came along into communities at the time when many football clubs and tennis clubs were struggling for interest after their earlier heyday years.

Commercial Squash

Unlike most other countries, especially Australia, the United Kingdom, Europe and the United States, commercial squash centres have not flourished in any great numbers in New Zealand.

However most major cities have commercial centres in various capacities and in the peak of the eighties there were over 20 complexes, comprising around 100 courts in total.


John Reid, the legendary NZ cricketer, established the first commercial complex in Wellington in 1962 and SNZ purchased this 8 court facility in 1978, subsequently expanding to 12 courts. It now operates as Club Kelburn under the proactive management of Robbie Walker and continues to play a major part in the SNZ operation.

Junior Squash

While initially the sport was played by many ‘converts’, the development of the family orientated clubs saw, in tandem, the impact of young people exposed to the sport early in their lives.

Subsequently junior squash became an integral part of club, district and national activity. Although the first junior national champion (Les Milne) was found in 1950, it was the early seventies before younger age group events became a regular feature, down to under 13. The sport owes a huge debt to the likes of Jack Tyler, Dawn Dryland, Colin & Lorna Brownlee, Doug Lawrie, (the late) Bruce Owen, Lois Smith, Marge Forrester and many others in clubs who pushed this vital aspect of the sport so strongly during the formative years.

Junior activity has carried on through ever since. Over the last 10-12 years, the Micro Court, initially developed by Butch Gifford and later modernised by Mark Devoy, has introduced literally thousands of youngsters to the sport, either through schools, shopping malls or other community facilities.

New Perspex Micro Court


No Let!

One of the features in the development of the game has been the need to be a referee (of at least some nature!) to play. Some have taken it much further and a very active refereeing society has evolved over the years, under the auspices of Squash New Zealand.

Tireless work by a great number of people has been put into educating referees and developing the rules and refereeing programme to where there are approximately 300 qualified referees at various levels around the country. The movement became organised in the seventies headed by the late Derek Cook and followed by a number of dedicated personnel including Dennis Winch, Gavin Whyte, Peter Highsted and Joss Urbahn.

Undoubtedly the personality of this fraternity has been the much-travelled Chas Evans who has carved his own niche by becoming one of the worlds most competent and respected referees, as well as playing a major part in the national programme over the years.

Chas Evans

Life Begins At 35

Squash initially had its ‘veterans’ of the sport mainly as a hangover from its English roots and/or tennis structure. However in the early eighties, in conjunction with Australian counterparts, Masters squash evolved, banding various five year age groups. As a result the sport has been able to maintain significant numbers of older players and importantly club members. Masters represents close to half of current members.

Annual test battles with Australia have become a feature of the 35+ ‘grey power brigade’ as have masters tournaments which feature nationwide.

The enthusiasm of Kiwis and Australians to Masters squash saw the international body adopt age group squash for mature players officially in 1993 and more latterly world events have regularly taken place.

Personalities (for example John Wesney) have loomed large in the Masters field, none more so however than the two long-serving, effervescent, national directors Robin Roche and Gower Dallimore.


A Grade or F

Golf has its world-wide handicap system, cricket its batting and bowling averages and baseball its numerous batting and pitching statistics – but Squash New Zealand has its grading system. The system was introduced in the seventies by Wellington statistical boffins and eventually adopted nationally. It has proved itself by surviving the passage of time and has remained almost unique, even though a number of other countries have tried to adopt a similar system in some shape or form.

Computerization has enhanced the system and under the vigilant eye of the indefatigable Steve Scott every competitive player in the country is networked into the national programme. Club and district statisticians have become icons in their own areas and the popular system has retained its ‘human face’ through manual adjustment at top player level. The system has, however, required strong analysis at all levels and two very hardworking and long time national directors over the years have been Mike Birch and Vivienne Brumby.

The Pursuit Of Excellence

The natural development of any sport leads to wanting to produce the best possible results, aimed at world achievement, along with a viable coaching and development programme. Organized coaches and coaching started to emerge in the fifties and picked up pace in the mid sixties, through a professional coaches body headed by Ken Mackwell and later by Peter Dibley. Other prominent coaches, at the time included Norm Coe and Doug Laurie in the South Island.
The expansion continued, particularly in the Dardir era, with Dardir himself the flag bearer for the professional coaches. The professional association however never quite evolved like some other sports and an amalgamation of the pro coaches with Squash New Zealand in the seventies came about. This saw Ken Mackwell, Colin Brownlee, Rob Crothall and Butch Gifford as respective national directors over the next 25 years. Dardir was the national coach during much of this period until he retired in the late eighties. (The late) Shane O’Dwyer was destined for the top echelon of coaching but tragically died soon after his engagement as national director in 1985. Top English  Coach Paul Wright was appointed National Coach in 1996, heading the programme for three years and remains closely associated with the high performance programme. Five Regional Coaches now operate nationwide and in total, including District and Club coaches, there are 970 active throughout the sport.

The association, with the backing of the New Zealand Sports Foundation and commercial sponsorship (at the time) established a High Performance Programme in 1990. This involved operating an Institute of Squash, with 25 inductees, based at the All Seasons Squash Centre in West Auckland. The programme produced a number of top juniors through the ensuing years but has been modified in recent times, due to the reduced number of opportunities for fulltime players overseas. High Performance, however, remains an integral part of Squash New Zealand operations.


Around The Table

Management, direction and the promotion of the sport nationally has rested with committees over the years, almost exclusively on a voluntary basis. More recently some of the larger clubs, most of the districts and certainly Squash New Zealand as the national body have employed part or full-time personnel to carry out the day to day requirements.
Employment however only became a feature from the early seventies as the demands of growth necessitated and now there would be an estimated 400+ people earning remuneration in some shape of form. Nonetheless, there would also be between 5,000 and 8,000 people continuing to put voluntary time into promoting the sport on a daily basis.

The need for change over recent times has caused a number of clubs to establish boards to replace the more traditional committees. Some of the eleven districts (since their evolution in the seventies) have changed their structure also and at national level Squash New Zealand has seen major change.

From its first ‘home’ when a Palmerston North based management ran the Association during the fifties, the sport progressed onto a national committee with district representatives. Then in 1992 it changed to a board of management comprising six elected directors, the President and the Chief Executive. The new position of Chairman of the Board was introduced and the President position altered to that of an advocate of clubs, until 1998 when the post was phased out.

.

The national secretary position, previously voluntary, became a part-time job from 1971 to 1978 when a fulltime Executive Director was appointed. The post was then upgraded to the position of Chief Executive in 1989.

Warning Signals and Restructuring

From its earliest beginnings through to the mid-eighties when squash grew and expanded, facilities generally remained suitable to the membership, who in the main were active and competitive players. The latter half of the eighties however saw warning signs appear and for the first time clubs were faced with declining membership. New or potential members seemed not to be so attracted to the sport. Much of this could be attributed to changing lifestyles and the great upsurge of other recreational opportunities.

Squash New Zealand management decided in 1992 to undertake a comprehensive study of the sport and, early in the following year, Peter Crellin was commissioned to undertake the research. A market research programme was immediately put into place throughout the country and Peter Crellin prepared his evaluation of the situation to Squash New Zealand.

Essentially it found that the market had changed, in conjunction with the life styles of New Zealanders and concluded that the Association (Squash New Zealand and its member clubs) while having achieved many significant milestones had lost touch with the market, by being focussed on the game and not on the general players. At the same time member’s facilities had aged and regular players were also ageing while new (younger) ones were not being retained.


In short, Peter Crellin reported that “the sport showed the classic signs of being at the end of a life cycle” and that Squash New Zealand needed in the future to be in the business of “fun and fitness”, promoting to the leisure and recreational market.

The findings represented a significant challenge to the Association and the Clubs in particular. Changes were set underway in late 1993 aimed at encouraging clubs to “buy in” to a new marketing thrust, and this has been ongoing through to the eve of the new millennium. A number of clubs are already underway with this reconstruction, the best example being the Ashburton Club in the South Island, headed by President Trevor Johnston. For his efforts he has been awarded the Squash New Zealand “Personality of the Year’ Award. 

National Squash Centre

In a major initiative plans are underway for a National Squash Centre envisaged to be operative from the year 2001. It is proposed to comprise 10 ASB designed courts and is a joint venture between Squash New Zealand, Auckland Squash and Unitec. This will act as the home to continue the national High Performance Programme and also as a headquarters for secondary school squash. It will further provide an alternative venue for major tournaments and will be available as a community facility. In a farsighted move Auckland Clubs have sanctioned investment capital for the proposed centre, not only to assist their own development but importantly the national programme.

Squash Dynamics

1999 has seen the introduction of Squash Dynamics, as a wholly-owned and limited liability business venture by Squash New Zealand. It has been established as the “marketing arm” of the association and as such is an agency to promote the European designed ASB variable court system. Its other vital function is to develop and promote the products and management systems needed in the modern leisure and recreational market that is facing clubs. 

Squash Development Network

Through a joint investment with Districts, commenced in 1998, nine Squash Development Officers are now networked throughout the country focussing on assisting clubs with promotion and marketing of the game. This is aimed at helping clubs meet the changing environment identified from the earlier market research and subsequent Crellin report.

Acting as a “sales force” for the sport the Development Officers will eventually link closely with Squash Dynamics.

THE DECADES – The Forties

The late Allen Johns (life member) was an outstanding figure over a great number of years in the sport. He was a double national title holder in 1947, represented his country in 1958 and 1959, and was manager of the New Zealand team in the world championships in South Africa in 1973. As well he was a chairman of the Management Committee when it was based in Palmerston North in the fifties. He wrote the following contribution to the 1988 Jubilee booklet.

Introduced from England

The sport was first introduced to New Zealand by players who had encountered the game in England.

And even though Squash had been played competitively since 1932, records are sparse, no doubt due to the intervention of the Second World War (1939-45). Squash was however first played on a national basis in November 1932, at the Christchurch Club which along with the Devonport Naval Base (Auckland) two courts, were the only ones available for competitions at the time.

First Champions

The 1932 champion and first winner, the late G.E.F Kingscote was recognised as the father of the New Zealand game having played extensively at the Bath Club, England!  He is credited with having introduced the drop shot to New Zealand and later the technique of making the ball die in the crack – the “nick” shot.

The first New Zealand Association in 1932 was unincorporated with Mr Vivian Riddiford of Wellington as Patron, Mr Kingscote as President and Mr H N Watson (Palmerston North) as Vice President. Mr P D Hall was first secretary and held office until 1936 when Mr T.A. Gresson (later Mr Justice Gresson) succeeded him. During the war the Association acted only to organise New Zealand tournaments. Some important firsts are recorded for this period – 1933 the opening of the first Public (or Open) Club at Timaru and in 1934 the first visit of New Zealand Players to the Australian Championships at the Royal Melbourne Tennis Club courts when D W J Gould (Christchurch) reached the semi-final, and P D Hall the final. Both were beaten by Harry Hopman of Davis Cup fame.

Incorporated

The New Zealand Squash Rackets Association, (as it was known until the early nineties,) was formally incorporated in 1939 with the initial fifteen members being divided into three classes. Open Clubs, were those with open membership namely Timaru, Palmerston North, Hamilton and Oamaru. Closed Clubs were those with restricted membership, notably Wellington Club, Christchurch Club, Devonport, Naval Base, South Canterbury Club and Fernhill Club (Dunedin) and there were several private court owners – P.D. Hall, J.E.F. Vogel and others.

G.E.F. Kingscote who hailed from Christchurch was also the first President of the Incorporated association holding office until his retirement in 1947 when he was succeeded by the late Roy J Mitchell. The names Riddiford, Kingscote and Mitchell are perpetuated through the following trophies and competitions:


Riddiford Gold Cup – National Men’s Championships

Kingscote Plate – National Men’s Plate Competition

Mitchell Rose Bowl – National Womens Championship

Mitchell Cup – National Teams Competition

New Zealand Championships 1946

Ake Malcolm, Hamilton; Bill Renton, Timaru; Pete Long, Palmerston North; Bill Lewis, Timaru

Indebted

During the Second World War the game naturally stagnated and up to this time the only national tournament was the NZ Championships (Men). This was suspended after 1939 and resumed in 1946. The venue alternated each year between Timaru and Palmerston North until 1951.

During 1946 a Special General Meeting was held in Christchurch and the first recorded Annual General Meeting was held in Timaru. The revival and promotion of Squash were main items for discussion at these meetings. The sport was however essentially still men only with the Womens Championship being first competed for in 1951.

In 1946 there were 20 courts in New Zealand affiliated or available to the national Association. These included clubs at Hamilton, Palmerston North, Timaru, South Canterbury (also at Timaru), Oamaru, Dunedin and Invercargill. As well as Armed Services courts at Devonport Naval Base, and the RNZAF Stations at Whenuapai, Ohakea, Woodbourne and Invercargill. In addition there were two private courts at Christchurch. It was probably not until 1952 that further courts were known to be built.


One of the earlier private courts in New Zealand was at the home of the late H.N. (Doggie) Watson of Palmerston North. The court was smaller (shorter and narrower) than the standard court and the ball provided by the host was harder and very much faster than the present ball. It was basically a drive and volley game but good fun and Allen Johns was a regular invitee to the court on a Sunday afternoon back in the pre-war years. “Doggie” Watson as he was affectionately known because he was seldom without the company of his two small Sydney Silky dogs, was a widower at that time. He was the typical English Squire. His home was to match, set in spacious grounds with a long tree-lined entrance driveway. Fresh scones, jam and cream provided by his housekeeper were the ritual for afternoon tea for the small group of invited players and spectators.

Limited

There was limited tournament play during this period and only the occasional inter club visit, due to the long distances between clubs.

Allen Johns’ earliest recollection of an interclub match was Palmerston North versus Hamilton in Hamilton, then a one-court men-only club. This was probably 1937 or 1938 and the Palmerston North team having to travel by train (The Limited Express) arriving in Hamilton around 7am Saturday.

“We were met by our hosts at the station and taken to Mr Wally King’s (solicitor) residence for whiskeys & milk and breakfast. The good old days.”

The situation in the South Island was much the same although interclub visits were more regular from 1946 onwards with the courts at Timaru, Oamaru, Dunedin and Invercargill.

EXPANSION PERIOD – The Fifties
Don Green (Life Member) won the National Championship Title in 1956. He was an irrepressible figure in the sport and was President of the Association in 1972 and 1973 and represented New Zealand on the International Federation for a number of years. He reflected on the fifties in the Jubilee publication.

Important Sport 

The fifties heralded the beginnings of Squash Rackets as an important sport in New Zealand. The number of clubs almost doubled but more significantly open clubs appeared in Christchurch, Hawkes Bay, Invercargill, Auckland and Henderson.  The game was becoming available nationwide and on a non-restricted basis, catering for men and women. The platform for the dramatic growth in the sixties was being put in place. It must be said that “open” in this context was not always what it seemed. For example Timaru known as an open club excluded women members for many years.

In the early fifties the main functions of the Association were to maintain liaison between clubs and to run the New Zealand Championship Tournament which incorporated the final of the Cousins Shield for the mens interclub teams event, the winners of the South Island sections being previously determined. In 1951 the tournament included the Womens Individual Championship (the first) and in 1958 the Womens Club Teams final (Mitchell Cup). 1950 saw the Junior Championship for Men (Lewis Cup) and a Junior Womens Championship (Childs Vase) was begun in 1956.


At first the Squash New Zealand secretariat moved to the club holding the NZ Championships. Thus P.W. Young (Timaru 1950), R.O. Haddon (Palmerston North 1951) and P F Black (Oamaru 1952) held the secretariat position. However as the game grew so did the administrative requirements and in 1953 R.O. Haddon became secretary with a management committee in Palmerston North. It is invidious to select individuals when obviously so many have contributed, but Roy Haddon, (“Mr Squash”) merits special mention. Roy had a vision of the future of squash and his personality, entrepreneurial skills, initiative and enthusiasm, although ruffling a few feathers at times, were not to be denied and the game in New Zealand will always be indebted to him. He provided the catalytic force required and took enormous delight from the development of the game.

Long Serving

A.D. Long, E.H. Christmas and A.M. Johns were long-serving members of that Management Committee and their efforts and those of many others working quietly behind the scenes kept the Association moving forward.

Mention should also be made of Mr Roy Mitchell who was President right through the fifties and whose interest and generosity befitted squash throughout his lifetime and later through the Mitchell Trust.  He also donated the Mitchell Rose Bowl (Womens Championship) and Mitchell Cup (Womens teams) which now help keep his memory alive.

Player Power Shift 

The fifties proved to be the decade marking the end (at least for some time) of players from the South tending to dominate the North. The Cousins Shield was for example won by South Island Clubs seven times in this period. Coaching was certainly not available on an organised way in those days, but in most clubs there was always someone willing to help or advise. Many players from the Timaru Club who went on to National honours were fortunate to be introduced to the game by Mr R G “Wozzie” Wilson, a master at Timaru Boys High School, who was an astute coach and tactician. Squash was fortunate also because leading players in all clubs actively helped and encouraged younger players ensuring the game would prosper.

Many players brightened the squash scene over these years and helped to raise the standard of play. Mentioning some by name is not to overlook the contribution that others have made.

Mr John Gillies came to New Zealand from England to reside in Invercargill, and won the NZ title in 1950, 51 and 52. John had been runner-up in the British Amateur Championship before the Second World War and brought a new dimension to the game here with his variety of shots, wrist work and deception and not the least by setting a standard to be challenged.

Hashim The Great

Perhaps the greatest individual contribution by a player came through the visit of Hashim Khan in 1952. Possibly the greatest player of all time, this “World Champion” toured New Zealand in a demanding schedule which no-one would accept today. Hashim appeared constantly on court throughout the country and was prepared to play anyone for a few minutes – a little longer if there was some talent. People literally queued for hours for the opportunity to “have a hit” with Hashim. He attracted hundreds 


of people who knew nothing about the game to come and watch. His patience was amazing and his stamina unreal. At one stage on his South Island tour his playing hand was badly blistered but he insisted on continuing his programme.  It is certain no world ranked (or locally ranked) player of today would take part in such a gruelling tour or carry it out with such enthusiasm and cheerfulness leaving behind such a feeling of goodwill. It was a tremendously successful public relations exercise. Hashim returned in 1957 this time with Roshan Khan and played a very successful series of exhibition matches.

In 1954, Miss Janet Morgan and Miss Sheila Speight, both from Great Britain toured New Zealand playing both men and women and giving exhibitions. Again these players showed an expertise not matched here before and opened new horizons for our own exponents.

International Challenges

The fifties also saw the start of international squash for New Zealand. In 1953 a team of promising players, Peter Vesty, Les Milne, Murray Gunn and Don Mochan toured Australia. Vesty and Mochan were both later to win the NZ Championship, Mochan three times. Also in 1953 an Australian Womens Team, led by Mrs R Maddern, was the first overseas team to visit New Zealand and an international match was played in Palmerston North.

The NZ team was Mesdames N. New (PN), M. Kennedy (Oamaru), P. Hunter and D. Gilbert-Smith (Ham). Mrs Maddern won the NZ Womens Championship defeating Mrs New in 1951, 52, 54 and 55. 1954 saw Mrs New, Mrs Kennedy and Mrs Gilbert-Smith travel to Australia. In 1958, Bryan Stuart and Vic Toohey came to New Zealand with the first visit from an Australian Men’s Team. Allen Johns, Graeme Bird, Don Green and Bryden Clarke toured Australia and played in the interstate series.

Unfortunately Bryden Clarke was injured early on and was replaced by Norman Coe. This team also played against a British team of R. Wilson, M. Oddy, N. Broomfield, D. Hughes and J. Lyons which was in Australia at the same time. Later this British team toured New Zealand and Michael Oddy beat Nigel Broomfield in the final of the NZ Championships. Looking back it is interesting that the NZ players were pleased that members of the visiting teams played in the NZ Championships. The “open” nature of the events was not questioned.

Although the NZ teams lost all the team matches in this period the experience gained was invaluable and the lesson was soon learnt that overseas players were not unbeatable. Thus goals were again raised to improve performance. As part of the selection for the 1959 team a round robin tournament was held in Christchurch between players from the North and South Islands and out of this evolved the North-South match in subsequent years. One comment must be passed. Bryden Clarke had his eyes set on selection for this team and had trained so hard (and successfully) that when he arrived in 

Christchurch in his transformed ‘sylphlike’ form a South Island player believed the North had fielded a substitute.

Maturity

In essence the fifties saw squash in NZ mature. It also saw the beginning of the explosive development of courts and clubs open to men and women. The game owes much to a few dedicated, farsighted people who saw squash expand on club lines and 

many countries envied the basic structure. 1953 also saw the introduction of the first Association levy on players and started squash on the right lines – to stand essentially on its own.


ADOLESCENCE & EXPANSION – The Sixties
One of the most infectious characters in NZ Squash has been Bryden Clarke, former New Zealand Rep, national champion runner up, team manager, management committee member, national selector and life member. His enthusiasm reflected the sixties period when squash started to extend its earlier growth phase. On a working holiday in Britain during 1988 he penned this contribution to the Jubilee Booklet.

“I have just witnessed my first British Open at the 3,000 seat Wembley Centre and what a far cry from the days of forms, tables, nail boxes and planks and about ninety people who could squeeze in, stand or “hang from the roof” to view the matches in 1959. My pride and nostalgia caused a moist eye as the kaleidoscope of people and events flashed by eventually focusing on the characters that made it possible for the end results to occur.”

The Sixties in my mind was the period of adolescence, conceived pre-war in a man’s world, a quiet pregnancy and birth attended by many professional men, with women occasionally included! The 1959 inexperienced child in the form of the NZ Mens Team of A.M. Johns, D.G. Green, G. Bird, N. Coe and B. Clarke was severely thrashed by Australia in Sydney, who in turn were whitewashed by Great Britain. We were tennis players playing squash and lacked technique. From this point the NZ Management willingly and hand in hand with the players and clubs began the expansion phase. The sixties saw 1,700 players grow to almost 17,000. Court construction leaped from 37 to 194 and clubs from 17 to 81. Phenomenal progress in 10 years.

Motivation

The motivation to give the players international competition never wavered and generous application of funds saw annual visits by Australian Women’s teams and then annual visits to Australia by our Women’s team in the latter sixties. Oamaru’s Ann McKenzie (Stephens) took three of her six National titles, Dot Linde (Deacon) (an ex pat Aussie), Pat Mills (Taylor) from Hamilton, Megan Burmeister (Waugh) and Val Milligan (Biss) Palmerston North and Pam Buckingham (Guy) Cambridge were champions. In 1965 a quiet young Australian, Heather Blundell (McKay) took the title as she embarked on her amazing dominance of World Women’s Squash. The men’s game was dominated by Palmerston North, with Charlie Waugh (five consecutive titles), Trevor Johnston (2) and Don Burmeister (2) having 9 of the 10 titles between them. What a ruckus ensued when an over-enthusiastic Management Committee gave Australian Dick Carter 50 pounds towards his expenses to get to Masterton which stopped Waugh’s inevitable sixth title.


Charlie Waugh – along with Pam Guy,  the  most capped NZ Champion up to 1987

Club Champions

Timaru so long a major force fought back to end Palmerston North’s dominance of three wins in a row in the Cousins Shield.

The drift to the North of their players prompted Timaru to coin “we breed them, you use them”. The inevitable strength of Auckland’s men emerged in 1965 when Remuera kept out Oamaru, Timaru, Hamilton and Palmerston North for the first time. Remuera’s women had matured somewhat earlier with their Mitchell Cup victory in 1959. Noel Cashmore deserves mention for his vigorous efforts to get Remuera established once the Motorway had sliced off half of their original complex.

Henderson, fuelled by copious quantities of Corban wines, surged off the mark with the first three court club and unrivalled hybrid enthusiasm from its Dalmatian community. To the fore was Dr Tom Childs so ably supported by his first wife Alison. This man of medicine, wine, food, guns, dogs, ducks and pheasants and great persuasion, as NZ President cajoled and inspired Squash New Zealand into progress through international competition. Neville Rykers deserves mention as a leading character including the 1979 establishment of Henderson’s international facility and national reputation through his Presidency, cartoons and “odd stag party”. These men and their teams could scarcely have foreseen the strong position Henderson and New Zealand were to take in World Squash in later years.

Stepped In

Murray Day stepped into the Squash New Zealand ring and his efficiency immediately challenged long-standing Secretary, Roy Haddon. Roy rose to this challenge and even greater efforts ensued. After initial jousting Murray’s abilities were accepted and his contribution as President to NZ and then to the World as International Squash Rackets Federation (ISRF) President were immense. His club, Hamilton, so long a major force on the national scene, relocated with a modern luxurious building and three courts in 1960 as the headquarters of the Waikato, which included Bay of Plenty through to the seventies.


Palmerston North continued through the decade as the home of the Management Committee, conducting the day to day affairs in conjunction with the President and Vice Presidents, but it has to be said that the amazingly energetic Roy Haddon held and drove the Association with unflagging enthusiasm and foresight. It was a golden decade for Roy when Palmerston achieved so much for New Zealand.

The Palmerston North members of the Management over the decade were then Pete Long, Ted Christmas, Allen Johns, Innes Rowland, Jack Tyler, Trevor de Cleene and Bryden Clarke. Presidents and Vice Presidents were a spread of South and North, away from Palmerston North to keep the balance.

Commercial Development

The rise of squash in New Zealand was all Club orientated until John Reid (in Wellington) and Colin and Lorna Brownlee in Rotorua introduced commercial courts. Squash New Zealand were apprehensive about this development and exactly what part they had to play. Their fears never materialised as the Reids and Brownlees were such enthusiastic sports people that they accommodated the non-profit amateur sport in a manner complementary to the sports cause despite their need to profit.

Resisted Pressure

The South Island with Christchurch and Dunedin always active and resisting the pressure from the North had an admirable stalwart in Don Green. During his Presidency Don’s knowledge as a sportsman and his strength of character won many battles at management level including the friendly tugs of war that the imbalance of population and factors of distance created between North and South.

Competition Set the Standard

New Zealand could not have reached today’s standards without competition. Just in behind the champions of the decade were many memorable competitors from within New Zealand: young Graeme Bird, durables Norm Coe and Ivan Easton, Margaret Naylor and Ailsa Tietjens, Laurie Greene, John Stevens, Cecilie Fleming, Theresa Lawes, John Isaacs, John Walker, Larry O’Neill, Helen Hargreaves, Lorna Brownlee, Marnie Meldrum, Peter Dibley, Jocelyn Legg, and Heather Corporal, Julie Hislop and Aileen Buscke, the late Shane O’Dwyer, Jenny Webster. And from overseas came Australians Owen Parmenter, Dick Carter, Cam Nancarrow, Aftab Jawaid, Fran Marshall, Lyle Hubinger. Ken Hiscoe and the great champions Geoff Hunt and England’s Jonah Barrington who graced our courts. Along with many others including London’s (nowadays) squash and leisure entrepreneur Mike Corby, Australia’s character Ted Hamilton, South Africa’s and Indian’s men’s teams and SRA Secretary John Horry. A passing parade of riches, vital characters and the World’s best.

Insatiable Energy

Finally as the decade closed three youngsters with insatiable energy, bounced around the courts in Rotorua and Whitianga. Bruce Brownlee, serious and dedicated, went on to make the first major breakthrough by later taking the British Amateur title for his sports loving family and supporters. Little did they realise in 1969 the personal triumph and the tragedy of an injury-shortened career that was to follow.

From Whitianga, Mercury Bay, Ross Norman a very short, wiry blond imp with a flying father, overcame a twisted foot, a parachuting disaster and eventually Jahangir Khan to become World Champion. At Rotorua a tiny wisp of a child with legs like matchsticks 

scurried around, encouraged by older brothers, Mum, Dad and the Brownlees. Little did they realise that this seven or eight year old was to become World Champion to fulfil and embody the hopes and dreams of the squash players of NZ and to richly satisfy the ambitions of the Squash New Zealand.


THE EXPLOSION –The Seventies

It was no co-incidence that life member Murray Day saw in the seventies era as President from 1969–71, following previous years on the Management Committee, during which  the sport boomed both in club growth and playing numbers. Day then followed his stint as New Zealand president by expertly leading the World Squash Federation for 6 years from 1975-81, as the global march of the sport started to explode under his skilful guidance.

He wrote at the time of the 50th Jubilee:

Without doubt the explosive decade in the history of New Zealand Squash was the seventies. From a humble membership of: 81 clubs, 7 districts, 194 courts, 16,629 affiliated members at the commencement of 1970, to a very impressive: 185 clubs, 9 districts, 476 courts, 48,304 affiliated members, by the end of the decade.

Statistically most impressive figures, but did the Management structure and the playing ability move with this growth?

In 1970, the registered office of the Association was at Palmerston North where it had been sited since 1953 when Roy Haddon was elected Secretary, a position he held until 1971. The Messiah of New Zealand Squash held the position of Secretary for some 21 years as he had previously been Secretary in 1949 and 1951. Also when the Secretariat moved annually with the Championships, Roy Haddon and Palmerston North were synonymous with Squash Rackets. In recognition of his services to the sport he was elected a Life Member of the Association in 1966.

Presidential Run

During this decade, four Presidents laid the foundation for the future of New Zealand Squash. Firstly Murray Day who was President from 1968-71 served an extra year to allow for continuity of administration for the ISRF Championships which were awarded to New Zealand in 1971.

Don Green, a former New Zealand champion assumed the Presidency in 1972 and 1973 and was the first President to bring international playing experience to the administration table.

Michael Sumpter followed. His legal background set the scene for the sport continue its expansion into the 80’s. At the end of his term, Michael assumed the role of Secretary of the ISRF when the headquarters moved to New Zealand.

A second Michael (Fenton) took over the mantle for the period 1977-79. Being from the deep south of Invercargill he gave the squash scene the depth of geographical stability which ensured that parochialism of administration departed from the New Zealand scene. He was the leader behind the purchase of the commercial complex from John 
 


Reid which became established as the New Zealand Squash Centre (later to become Club Kelburn) then so ably managed by Nick Cass.

In 1971 Don Massam assumed the role of Secretary to the Association, a position which he so capably held for seven years. The sport had expanded so much that in 1979 it was agreed that the association required an Executive Officer and in that year Bill Murphy established a new headquarters in Tauranga where it resided through to 1989.

Foremost in World

Without a doubt the administration of New Zealand Squash was then the foremost in the world. New Zealand led the way in so many facets of the sport and above all had one administration to cover both women’s and men’s Squash.

Many administrators were instrumental in nurturing the participants in the sport to international standing. Day always believed that the strength of our sport was (and remains) that administrators get involved at the grass roots as most of them are mixing and playing with players at tournaments.

As if paralleling the rise of the administration, Bruce Brownlee placed New Zealand firmly on the World Map in 1976. He captured the prestigious British Amateur title, recognised then a “world title” and one of the most sought after by players from all over the world.

Championships retained

The decade began where the previous one ended with Don Burmeister retaining his New Zealand crown and Teresa Lawes securing the women’s title. The following year was the period highlight when New Zealand was awarded the ISRF World Championships. The New Zealand titles were held just prior to the ISRF Championships and probably contained one of the most international fields ever with players from Australia, Egypt, India and Great Britain, the winner was the colourful player from Egypt, Asran.

Pam Buckingham (Guy) avenged her 1970 defeat and added the 1971 title to her 1969 victory. Her name reappeared on the Mitchell Rose Bowl in 1973, 75 and 78 for a total of five championships.

Cecile Fleming won the coveted title in 1972 and Jane Ashton, a visitor from England, in 1979.

The only other title holder during the decade was Jenny Webster who won the crown in 1974, 76 and 77. While Webster and Guy dominated the scene during the 70’s, only Neven Barbour amongst the men was able to hold the crown more than once, in 1973 and 74.

Following Asran’s win in 1971 the title was captured the next year by Hamiltonian, Laurie Greene. Then after Barbour followed Trevor Johnston, Howard Broun, Bruce Brownlee, Phil Kenyon from the UK and Frank Donnelly from Australia.


Top players from previous decades still made their mark on the Squash scene during the 70’s and they included Cecile Fleming, Kathy Graham, Viv Hargreaves, Don Preston, Robin Roche, Ann Stephens, Ken Turnball, Charlie and Megan Waugh and Ros Woodhead. (Some of who remain active today in Masters Squash).

Up and Comers

But, the up and coming players were starting to work through the rankings and they included Robyn and Craig Blackwood, Stu Davenport, Susan Devoy, Karen Lever, Dean Lovett, Ross Norman, Annette Owen, Paul Viggers and Joanne Williams (Milne).

It is not only champions who make a championship but the other unheralded players who fill up the draw, win the odd event and “make” the tournaments the world renowned successes that are the envy of overseas players. Unless we forget, these players included, Graham Bird, Heather Corporal, Peter Dibley, Butch Isaacs, Murray Lilley, Larrie O;Neill and John Stevens, and a number of other very talented exponents of a rapidly expanding sport.

New Zealand 1976 Womens Team to First World Championships, Brisbane

Jane Wood, Jenny Webster, Alison Childs (Manager), Pam Buckingham, Annette Owen

THE PEAK? – The Eighties

Life Member Michael Sumpter has been one of the most progressive and experienced administrators Squash New Zealand has been fortunate to have during its history. Involved with the management committee for a number of years, he was President in 1972 and 1973 and has provided advice and assistance for over 35 years, including the last twenty-five as Honorary Solicitor. His following summary of the exciting period for Squash during the eighties was published in the Jubilee booklet.

Prior to 1980, with the exception of professional coaches who had made their own contribution the sport in this country was basically amateur but this pattern changed when at the 1979 meeting of the ISRF in Brisbane the sport became open. Before this decision of the ISRF the amateur and professional sides of the game had co-existed but in New Zealand the emphasis was on the amateur although Bruce Brownlee and Murray Lillie after the World Amateur Championships in Canada in 1977 had made their mark as professionals.


The six year period of New Zealand providing the ISRF officers who were responsible for the administration of the sport throughout the world finished in 1981 and by then Murray Day as Chairman had gained respect as an administrator throughout the world. He and his fellow officers had laid the foundation for a growth in squash so that it was well established in all worldwide regions. His achievements entitle him to the ranking of the Administrator of the half century, although the pioneering efforts and dedication of Roy Haddon and others were an integral part of subsequent developments.

World Championships

Two World Championships were staged here during the 1980’s. The first one in 1983 was based at the Henderson complex which also played a significant part in the women’s tournament held in 1987. The latter stages of the individual event in that year were in the YMCA complex on the clear view court which the Association had acquired as a partner in a commercial venture with the Harvard Group.

As championship directors, Rod Sturm and Susie Simcock were able to attract enthusiastic and efficient committees whose efforts successfully led to both championships receiving glowing tributes from visiting players, officials and administrators. The time and dedication blended with humour and understanding of the requirements of top-class professional athletes typified the spirit of New Zealand administrators in their willingness to give their time and energy without seeking reward or accolades.

The National administration faced more challenges and demands than in any previous decade as the high profile of the sport with its world stars created new dimensions. The National administrators responded to these challenges and the sport was well served by the various presidents who held office, supported by other management committee personnel. If any one individual deserves a special mention it had to be Bill Murphy who served as the country’s first paid official as Executive Director between 1979 and 1986. His grasp of the needs of both world-ranked players and the grass-root members of clubs throughout New Zealand and his willingness to both be available at all times for consultation and advice, whether he was in his office in Tauranga at the time or attending a major championship were just some of his attributes.

It has to be acknowledged that the growth in new clubs was not a feature of the 1980’s although some of the premier clubs such as Henderson in particular have facilities that are fit to rank with any comparable facility in any part of the world. At the same time they have provided a hospitality and atmosphere that have been envied by many overseas visitors.

Denied True Greatness

If Susan Devoy with her two World titles, five British Open crowns and Ross Norman with his 1986 World Title triumph were the great achievers (in the eighties), Stuart Davenport who attained third ranking in the world must not be overlooked. All three made an impact beyond their mere playing achievements. Devoy with her speed, agility, drop shots and incredible will to win had not lost a major title since her first British Open win in 1984 before she stumbled in 1989 in Holland in the World Championship final. Although Norman has been overshadowed by Jahangir and subsequently Jansher Khan in the world arena his World Title in 1986 and his other achievements due to his consistency, skill and courage have made him the country’s best ever men’s player.


Both Devoy and Norman accepted the responsibilities of being world champions in a manner befitting their titles. Davenport was perhaps denied true greatness by a physique that was probably not best-suited to the rigours of the sport at its top level with its great demands on fitness but his natural talent arguably surpassed both Norman and Brownlee. He and Norman, at their peak, too seldom clashed at home and when they did Norman was usually the victor. However, for this writer probably the most sparkling and fascinating match seen in New Zealand was in the teams championships final in Hamilton 1986 where after over two hours, which saw both players use all their skills and finesse in a wonderful exhibition with barely a dull rally, Davenport prevailed.

New Zealand’s greatest trio of Squash Players

Stuart Davenport, Ross Norman and Dame Susan Devoy

Capable Leaders

Six Presidents led the association in extremely capable fashion during this very active period, all as the culmination of lengthy involvement with management, namely Michael McCarthy (Dunedin), Bruce Davidson (Wellington), Andrew Doig (Palmerston North), Michael Greig (Auckland) and Alan Watton from Napier.

Great Kudos

Although individual achievements were the most spectacular in the decade, the National teams competing in the world championships gained great kudos. The men’s team finished runners-up in 1985 and 1987 to Pakistan on each occasion. This contrasts with the earlier championships in the period when fifth was the norm. Although the women finished third in 1987 and 1989 the gap between them and England and Australia, who finished ahead, was slight.

In accordance with the country’s policy, junior teams participated in their world events with distinction even if their results suggested that the country’s competitors matured later than some of their international rivals.


Publicity

Squash undoubtedly benefitted from the media publicity it attracted in this period and television accepted and recognised that the sport could attract the interest of both the devotees and the general viewing public. Radio coverage expanded while the print media also was well served by enthusiastic and skilled journalists.

Such publicity was essential for squash to maintain a high profile and attract sponsors who were an essential part of the modern sporting environment and success.

A future projection

Michael Sumpter concluded his coverage of the eighties with the following:

“The challenge of the 1990’s is to provide players to emulate Devoy, Norman, Davenport and others and to avoid the fate of some sports which tend to reflect on the golden years rather than plan for the future that lies ahead.

This may not be as easy as it sounds as the sport has suffered some decline in popularity for a variety of reasons. Although great encouragement has been given to juniors for many years the drop out level is disappointing although probably inevitable.

Whilst one factor that has undoubtedly attracted many sports men and women to the sport has been the opportunity to be involved in competitive play in either tournaments or interclub this may not be the dominant feature of squash, as we head towards the year 2000. It is possible that this emphasis on competition may lead to too great an intensity that discourages some. As leisure becomes more and more essential in the day to day life of New Zealanders a greater element of relaxation should be encouraged.

The need to attract the young and in particular school children from intermediate age onwards is already being recognised. The development of the micro court could well provide the introduction to squash which will provide the base for ensuring that the second fifty years of the NZ Association’s history will not only retain the present high image of squash, but lead to even greater consolidation and success.”

CHANGING DIRECTION – The Nineties

The success of the eighties carried through to the early nineties in particular, notwithstanding that numbers playing the sport had continued to decline.

End of an era

1992 saw the end of the ‘Susan Devoy era’ when she retired after capturing her fourth world title. Susan also won her eighth British Open and her tenth successive national title that year, bowing out on the highest possible note after returning from what had been, by her standards, a relatively quiet 1991 year.


With Ross Norman (and other Kiwi professionals) based in Britain and not returning for the New Zealand National Championships after 1985, a group of young players emerged as champions. Stephen Cunningham had won four successive titles from 1986 to 1989 and he was followed in 1990 and 1991 by New Zealand’s first champion from 

Maori descent, Glen Wilson. This exciting young Wellington protegé showed exquisite touch and went on to represent New Zealand throughout the nineties.

Stole the limelight

It was Bay of Plenty’s Paul Steel however, who stole the limelight during the decade remaining unbeaten for eight years as national champion, from 1992 through to the close of the century. In doing so he eclipsed Charlie Waugh’s long standing five-year run achieved between 1960-1965.

The South Island’s Philippa Beams emerged as the first ‘new face’ on the womens championship trophy winning successive hard-fought finals over another young star Leilani Joyce, in 1993 and 1994. Hamilton’s Joyce turned the tables in 1995 and then won back-to-back titles in 1997 and 1998. During 1996 two very highly talented juniors Sarah Cook of Christchurch and Wellingtonian Jade Wilson contested the final, with Cook the victor. She also won in 1999, in the absence of the, by now, dominant Joyce.

Extra ordinary

New Zealand’s international performances, while not as prominent overall as during the eighties, have been punctuated with some extraordinary achievements during the last decade.

What would probably rank as the best ever women’s team performance came at the 1992 Championships when Susan Devoy, Donna Newton, Philippa Beams and Marie Pearson stole the show by upsetting the highly-fancied English team in the semi finals, only to go down in a hard-fought final against Australia. Key to the upset victory was Donna Newton’s famous win over English No 2 and former World Champion Martine Le Moignan. This ended up also being Newton’s swan song for New Zealand, after a long and wonderful career dating back to 1980 when she first competed in the World Junior Individual Event.

Runner up for the women in 1992 followed third place in 1990, with fourth being recorded in both 1994 and 1996 and a bronze medal again in 1998.

Triump and Tragedy

Junior womens teams events had commenced bi-annually in 1985 and from inception New Zealand had third and fourth placings, through to 1991. In Malaysia, in 1993, two of New Zealands’ best ever junior players Sarah Cook and Jade Wilson, with team mates Glenda Knox and Katrina Black, led the Kiwis to second place. This was repeated in 1997 in Brazil when Shelley Kitchen, Lara Petera, Hayley King and Tania Tatana finished runnerup to England, and the performance reflected the excellent work of new national coach Paul Wright who had only recently joined SNZ, after a notable career coaching England’s national teams.

In between times, in 1995, the New Zealand junior womens team finished third in the Sydney World Championships in 1995, but in that year’s individual event (the late) Jade Wilson created history becoming the country’s first (and to date only) World Junior Squash Champion. Her victory stamped her as one of the world’s best junior players ever. 


During the following two years Jade went on to turn professional and reach No 18 in the world rankings representing New Zealand at senior level. It was one of the sports greatest tragedies when Jade took her own life in the late evening of May 14, 1998.

No Joy

Men’s squash, in comparison to the women, has not had many international highlights in the nineties. The Senior men, led by Ross Norman, on both occasions, recorded gritty fifth placing in both the 1991 and 1993 championships, slipped to 7th in 1995 followed by 11th in 1997 and to 14th in Cairo in 1999. The Junior men have fared along similar lines, the best being 5th in 1990, ending the decade in 15th place in 1998 in the USA.

Doubles Squash Success

The introduction of World Doubles squash in latter years has added to New Zealand successes. Philippa Beams and Leilani Joyce won the coveted inaugural women’s world title in 1998. That year also saw squash introduced to the Commonwealth Games for the first time and Sarah Cook and Glen Wilson captured the bronze medal in the mixed doubles.

Leilani Joyce and Philippa Beams – Women’s World Doubles title
Sarah Cook and Glen Wilson, Bronze Medals, Commonwealth Games


World Events

In the past ten years New Zealand staged three World Championships. In 1989 Lois Smith, the very able and long-serving National Director of Junior Squash through the eighties and early nineties, oversaw the Hamilton-based organising commmittee (successfully led by Lyn McCleary) in what was only the third ever junior womens championship. Also it was the first time the event had been held outside of England. The highlight of the tournament was Rotorua’s Lynora Hati reaching the finals with some spectacular hard-hitting squash before losing to the top seed Donna Vardy of England.

In 1991 the North Shore Club (with backup from Browns Bay and Belmont) under the direction of Bob Lints successfully hosted the inaugural World Masters Championships. This delightful venue overlooking Lake Pupuke, set an ideal standard for ongoing world masters events to be held around the globe every two years. Six world champions emerged at that event for New Zealand: Trevor Colyer (+40), Barry Gardiner (+50), Arthur Wright (+60), Carol Chard (+40), Jenny Webster (+45) and Kathy Hargreaves (+50) all won their respective age groups.

1994 saw Christchurch stage the Junior Mens World Championships, hosting 28 countries – the largest entry ever in a teams event at any level at that time. It was also the first occasion where New Zealand had held a world championship that the venue was in the South Island, and this proved a very popular move.

By utilizing the refurbished Christchurch Squash Club and other surrounding venues, including the setting up of the SNZ Perspex Court at a public venue, championship director Murray Withers and his team created a very fitting world event, acknowledged by all who attended from overseas.

While the New Zealand team had no notable success (finishing 14th) the championships were dominated by a very classy and professional Egyptian team led by Ahmed Barada, who by the end of 1999, had earned himself third ranking in the world.

World Champions

In addition to the six world champions that emerged from the inaugural Masters event in 1991, five other titles have been captured during the nineties. These include Carol Chard (40+), and Kay Newman (Collins) (35+) in 1995. Jenny Webster (55+) in 1997 and Ross Norman (40+) and Barry Gardiner (60+) in 1999.

Zenith

New Zealand Open Championships featured as major events on the world circuit during the latter half of the eighties and these continued successfully through to 1992. After that they were scaled down and eventually discontinued in 1994 due to decreasing sponsorship and television opportunities.

The 1990 event proved the zenith for this tournament with the semi-finals and finals staged on the SNZ perspex court at the newly opened Aotea Centre in Auckland. Crowds of 1300 and 1700 respectively set new squash spectator records in New Zealand and the atmosphere of the luxurious venue surpassed everybody’s expectations. In doing so it lifted the sport to a new level of public awareness. Quality fields including virtually all the top men’s and women’s players from around the world provided an



array of marvellous squash, fittingly climaxed by victories to two of the games greatest exponents, Susan Devoy and Jansher Khan.

Televised Squash had become ‘if not the norm’ certainly regular in the country during the heady years of the eighties and early nineties and this reached a peak during 1990 when Susan Devoy’s world championship victory that year in Sydney was watched live, during primetime, by 800,000 Kiwis. While earlier in the year the NZ Open final, had followed live the All Black vs Australian rugby test on television.

Previously, the only live televised squash had been the Susan Devoy – Lisa Opie final at the 1987 World Championships in Auckland. Live prime time television for squash returned briefly during the 1998 Commonwealth Games in Kuala Lumpur.

Express Squash has launched in 1999, designed specially for television (as well as being suitable for recreational players) and the inaugural event was won by the Central team comprising of Michelle Martin (World No. 1), Mike McSherry and Willy Bicknell.

A Grand Prix event, incorporating six District Opens and the National Championships and titled the Revelation Series, was re-introduced and the new champions are Leilani Joyce and Iain Higgins.

Auckland Domination

Club supremacy has continued to be contested via the Cousins Shield and Mitchell Cup, however domination has clearly moved to the north and Auckland in particular. Remuera won six women’s titles during the decade and while the men’s event has been more evenly contested Auckland clubs have won nine out of the ten tournaments. 

 The National Graded Teams event continued its very popular path and has been strongly supported each year with over 400 teams entering each time.

Susan Devoy Foundation

During 1993 Squash New Zealand established the Susan Devoy Foundation essentially aimed at promotion youth squash. Initial promotional events the following year to the clubs struck some difficulty at a time when restructuring was foremost in the minds. The foundation however, remains very strong in its objectives and the new millenium could provide the incentive to further these.

Management

Ray Southey of Masterton was President from 1990–1992 during the leadup to the major management restructures.

Major changes were made in 1992 to the Squash New Zealand constitution including the national management structure. The District representation format being replaced by a more streamlined management board of directors. The Board elected its own chairman and Don Cotter, a former New Zealand representative and successful Auckland businessman, was appointed to the historic post. 

Chairmen who followed included Peter Adam and Murray Withers, both from the South Island . Neven Barbour had a short stint at chairman during 1998-99 but stepped aside to head the new Squash New Zealand initiative ‘Squash Dynamics’. 


Marketing Executive Dave Bassett, of Wellington, took over and is set to see in the new millenium. His involvement as the leader of Squash New Zealand follows a busy period with Squash since 1992 when he started utilising his expertise by assisting with the research and subsequent new marketing thrust.

Sylvia Wesney from Nelson was elected to the Presidential position in its new capacity, from 1993 and served through to 1996. Barry Gardiner (Christchurch) the long time South Island squash identity and World Masters Champion carried on for two years. Afterwards the position was discontinued.

Bill Murphy retired as Chief Executive in 1994, having overseen the major changes in the previous five years. He was followed by Grant Scoones for two seasons and in 1997 David Knowles moved into the role, bringing with him a wealth of experience in both sport, leisure and recreational activity. In his relative short time in the drivers seat he

has stamped his mark by steering the introduction of the proposed National Squash Centre, the Squash Dynamics business venture, Express Squash and the Squash Development Officer network.

Remarkable Service

Butch Gifford’s retirement from the Association at the end of the 1995 season brought to a close a remarkable period with the sport spread over nearly 30 years. He first came to Squash New Zealand management in the early seventies and during his ensuing involvement was a national selector, director of coaching and education officer. Beyond that he was also one ‘advisor/mentor’ to many young players and permanently enriched  youth squash with his invention of the Micro court.

An emerging personality through the nineties has been Mark Devoy, based in the Waikato. He has been the flag bearer for the new microcourts. As part of his involvement with youth squash he has also stood out as a coach and national team manager.

1996 saw the appointment of a second New Zealander (following Murray Day), namely Susie Simcock, as President of the World Squash Federation, bringing a significant honour to sport in the country, a position which she retains at the closing of the century. Nationally ranked in the top ten in her playing days, Susie Simcock was a very successful New Zealand team official during the eighties when she managed three teams to successive world championships, all finishing in top positions.

Her personnel and management skills further came to the fore in 1987 when she headed up the highly-regarded Womens World Championships event in Auckland. Around the same time she also became the inaugural leader of the fledgling World Womens Association and saw it through to merger with the men’s Federation in 1988.

The New Zealand Sports Foundation have also recognised Susie Simcock’s attributes, appointing her to their Board of Governors and to its powerful Athlete Grants Board. This followed on from her success with the establishment of the New Zealand Squash Institute and related high performance programme.


Opening of Henderson Squash Complex 1979

Stalwarts of Henderson and New Zealand Trevor Colyer and Neven Barbour

Bruce Brownlee – 1976 British Amateur Champion


REFLECTIONS
Squash New Zealand has many rich memories and wonderful moments throughout its relative short history. There have been however some especially significant aspects and truly great performances achieved along the way. 

These include:

· Four world championship titles and the Knighthood of the incomparable Dame Susan Devoy.

· Ross Norman’s famous world title victory over Jahangir Khan.

· Dardir El Bakary’s dynamic and long-lasting impact on the sport.

· The performance of New Zealand’s teams, especially in the 15 year period between 1977 and 1992.

· Hosting of the three senior World Championships in 1971 (Men), 1983 (Men) and 1987 (Women). The Masters World Championships in 1991 and the Junior Womens World Championships and the Junior Mens World Championships respectively in 1989 and 1994.

· Bruce Brownlee’s win in the 1976 British Amateur Championships – the first major ‘world’ title (as it was known then)  by a Kiwi.

· Stuart Davenport’s unbeaten performances in New Zealand Teams and his climb to No 2 in the world rankings.

· Leilani Joyce’s recent elevation to No 3 in the World and now clearly the second best women player produced by New Zealand.

· Donna Newton’s shock win over Martine Le Moignan in the 1992 World Championships which brought New Zealand within grasp of (a so far) elusive World Teams title, for either men or women.

· New Zealands first-ever victory over Australia in 1975 – led by the indomitable Trevor Colyer.

· No less than 13 players to achieve top 20 rankings in World Squash namely – Susan Devoy (1), Ross Norman (2), Stuart Davenport (2), Leilani Joyce (3), Robyn Brownlee (3) Bruce Brownlee (4), Joanne Williams (7), Donna Newton (11), Murray Lilley (10), Philippa Beams (12), Rory Watt (13), Paul Steel (15), Jade Wilson (18).

· The epic Ross Norman – Stuart Davenport clash in the finals of the Interdistrict Teams Championships at Hamilton in 1986.

· Medals in 1998 to Philippa Beams and Leilani Joyce (Gold) in the inaugural world doubles and Glen Wilson and Sarah Cook (Bronze) in the Commonwealth Games.

· The late Jade Wilson’s World title victory at the 1995 Junior Championships.

· British Under 23 titles to Stuart Davenport and Annette Owen.

· The introduction of the sport to New Zealanders as early as 1919 (or even before) by Herbert N. Watson and the initial establishment of the national association in 1932.

· The unique infrastructure developed by  ‘club squash’.

· The establishment of a unique grading system, which no other country has been able to successfully emulate.

· Purchase of the New Zealand Squash Centre (now Club Kelburn) in 1978 – a significant financial platform to the sport ever since.


· The research undertaken at the time and subsequent ‘Crellin Report’ in 1994 that created the climate for the major directional changes now underway for the sport,  to meet the future and the new millenium.

· The continued success and popularity of the National Graded Teams Event.

· The outstanding contribution to New Zealand and World Squash by Murray Day (OBE) and Susie Simcock.

· Fervent messiahs, including (among many others) Roy Haddon for his foresight and direction in the formative years, Tom Childs, Norm Coe, Bryden Clarke and Colin Brownlee and more latterly Mark Devoy for their unabashed promotion of the cause at all times.

· Sir David Beattie’s long association with the sport as a player, North Shore Club President and dedicated Patron of the national body since 1981

· As a final reflection the immense contribution to our sport by Neven Barbour must be acknowledged

His “squash history” remains an ongoing chapter however. Neven has made his mark in every facet of the sport, including, at different times

· National Champion and New Zealand Representative

· Pioneer in Squash fitness programmes

· New Zealand Team Manager

· Players representative on national Management Committee

· Developer of modern commercial complexes and facility advocate  Board Member, key proponent and ongoing watchdog over Club Kelburn

· Co Programme Manager and Board Member of Squash New Zealand High        Performance Programme 

· Board Member and Chairman of Squash New Zealand

· Squash New Zealand Representative to World Squash Federation

· Managing Director of Squash Dynamics

Made a life member of Squash New Zealand in 1990, Neven has continued his      enthusiasim for the development of the sport, and in many ways is now more involved than ever as the driving force of Squash Dynamics. In this role he is charged with the responsibility of the thrust into the leisure market foreshadowed in the Crellin Report earlier in the nineties, as vitally necessary for the sport to survive in the future.

His undoubted business and marketing skills will be tested to the limit but there is nobody more capable or suited to do the job.


THE FUTURE
Heading into the new millenium, the final words should perhaps be left with Neven Barbour, encapsulated in his Chairman’s Review to the members in the 1998 Annual Report.

“Leadership is about setting an example that other people will want to follow.

While there has been good work carried out at a national level, the destiny of squash still lies in the hands of the clubs. They deliver squash to those who play the game. The club’s front door is the critical threshold where the product meets the customer. If the game is to flourish again, the example set by Squash New Zealand (in acknowledging new leisure trends and investing to grow the game) must convince club administrators to re-examine the way they offer squash in their own communities.

The theme of the 1998 Annual General Meeting, “Competing in a New Environment”, defines the essential change which all sports face – what was popular and successful in 1978 may no longer excite the imagination of a discerning sport and leisure public. Squash has to ready itself to compete in this new environment and first of all it must accept the need for change.”

THE GLITTERING CAREER OF THE WORLD GREAT


Four World Championship titles – 1985, 1987, 1990 and 1992


Eight British Open titles– 1984 to 1990 and 1992


Eight New Zealand Open titles – 1984 to 1990 and 1992


Ten New Zealand National Championship titles – 1983 to 1992


Every other major international event including the Australia, Swedish, Scottish, Irish, Swiss, French and Dutch Open titles.


New Zealand Squash Personality of the Year 1983–1985,  1987–1992


Inducted into the New Zealand Sports Hall of  Fame 1993


Honoured as MEMBER OF BRITISH EMPIRE (MBE)  1986


Honoured as COMMANDER OF BRITISH EMPIRE (CBE) 1992


Honoured as DAME COMMANDER OF THE NEW ZEALAND ORDER OF MERIT, 1998.
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